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The PRESIDENT took ihe Chair at 11
a.m., and read pravers,

QUESTION—STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.

Az to Loss of Vessel

Hon, IT. L. ROCHI asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, Has uny governmental inquiry
heen held into the eivemnstances surround-
ing the reeent loss of a State ship? 2, Tt
50, will the Minister aveange for all papers
in connection with same to be laid on the
Table of the ouse? 3, TF no inguiry has
been held, will the Government, in view of
the civenmstanevs, consider having a full
infuiry made?

The CHIET SECRETARY replied: 1,
Matters relating to marvitime necidents come
within the jurisdiction of the Department
of Navigation.  The Deputy Director of
Navigation {(Cuptain Moore) is now exam-
ining the loss of this vessel in deeide what
aetion he will tuke in the natter of o pre-
Iiminary inquiry. 2, In lhe intevesis of
national seeurity this information éannot he
made avaitable. 3, Answered hy No. 1.

MOTION—GOLDMINING
INDUSTRY,

As to Munpower Proposuls.

Hon. H. SEDDON (Norith-East) [11.4]:
I move—

That in the opinion of this Hoeuse, in view
of the vital importance of the goldmining in-
dustry te Westeri Anstralia, it is highly wn-
desirnble that the continunnee of the industry
should be imperilled hy further heavy demands
upon ita personntl until there has bheew n ecom-
prehiengive marshalling of the maupower avail-
nhte from other nvoeations less cssentinl to
the stability of the State and ta the suceess-
ful prosecution of the war cffort.

This iz one of the questions which T eonsider
should oceupy the attention of Parliament.

[COUNCIL.]

if ouly in view of the faet that it does
vitally coneern the welfare of the whole
State and is an illustration of the way in
which the manpower provisions are being
carried out. T understand that the Govern-
ment is desirous of elosing this session, at
any rate, temporarily, but 1 further gather
trom the Minister that it is the Government’s
intention that Parlinment should be ealled
together on the Premier’s return. The dis-
cussion that is taking place at present in the
Eastern States on the question of unified
taxation is one that is going to have a tre-
mendous influence on Western Australia,
amongst other States, and the stand of the
Premiers could very well he sapported by
an expression of opinion by Parliament on
the question which is heing discussed. After
all this is a sovereign State, and the re-
lationship between the State and the Fed-
eral Governments is  one that should be
watched, because there is a danger, especi-
ally in a time like the present, that the im-
rortance of that sovereizniy may he over-
looked.

With regard to the goldmining industry,
while it has been refevred to during the dis-
cussion on the statemenls of the Pramier
and the Chief Secretary, the matter is still
it o state of considerahle upeertainty.
Members  only need to  rvefer to this
morning’s  newspaper (o discover that
that state of uncertninty has by no
means  heen  cleared up, because while
there is n atatement  from one  Fede-
val Minister in Wolgoorlie, whieh is in-
tended to reassure the prople of that com-
munity, when one reads {he statement of the
nther Federal Minister, whose department
is spoetally eoncerned with the question of
munpower, one is not quite so sure whether
there is any consisteney hetween the state-
ment of the one Federal Minister and the
statement of the other.  That uncertainty
has prevailed vight throughout the whole
period sinee the question of the closing down
of the industry was first mooted. 1t is be-
eanse of that and of the contradictions that
have hoen apparent from time to time, that
one feels there should he an expression of
opinion by this Parliament with regard to
the cffeet of the proposal to take more men
from the goldmining industry and the effeet
of such action on the State as a whole, hear-
ing in mind the general policy of the Fed-
eral Government in velalion o manpower
in industry,
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Incidentally, one might refer to the effect,
which I bhave also mentioned, of the Federal
Government’s financial policy, While that
may have been inaugurated with the idea
of taking the fullest advantage of the re-
sources of the Commonwealth in order to
make them available for the war effort, the
fact remains that the policy adopted to date
ean only have the effect of achieving a re-
sult the reverse of that aimed at—from the
standpoint of finance. It will certainly have
a boomerang effect regarding future contri-
butions fo loans and taxation. The effect
will definitely be to reduee the incomes of
many people who are at present contribut-
ing in both direetions on a econsiderable
scale. A man cannot pay what he has not
got and that will affect Commonwealth re-
venue in future.

With regard to the question of manpower,
which is associated with the well-being of
the goldmining industry, we must recogmise
what hes taken place already. Hon. mem-
bers will remember perusing a report in the
Press the other day regarding the effect of
the Federal Government’s mappower poliey
as applied to Queensland. It was pointed
out that a eonsiderable number of men had
been taken away from industries and yet
no cmployment had been found for them.
Some were even on the dole.  From the
standpoint of efficieney, the application of
the manpower provisions leaves much to he
desired.  The position in relation to the
goldmining industry is today just as obseure
as it was when the manpower policy was
first mooted.

T shall place before members a brief his-
tory of the trend of that poliey. The entry
of Japan into the war had immediate re-
percussions on the goldmining industry. Un-
til then there had been a steady drain on
the industry as more and more men en-
listed. Adjustments were made from time to
time by the mine managements to meet the
situation thus ereated. While some men were
manpowered, that applied mainly to those
who had been in key positions associated with
production and treatment, The general atti-
tude of the mine managements was that any
man whe desitred to enlist was to be liberated,
subject, of course, to the manpower con-
siderations to which I have already alluded.
With the entry of Japan into the war, the
position beeame complicated. In one week
alone 800 men joined np and the cffect upon
the indvstry was such that further adjust-
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meints beeame necessary. To sueh an extent
did the young men enlist on the goldfields
that practieally no developmental work can
be earried on at the present time.

Attempts were made by the industry to
adjust itself to the new sitnation, The out-
standing fact, however, is that the enlist-
ments from the goldfields have been on such
a seale that the industry is worthy of special
consideration from that standpoini alonme,
When we compare the enlistments from the
goldmining industry with those from other
occupations, the goldfields record compares
more than favourably with others. However,
no allowanee scems to have been made from
that standpoint and apparvently the proposal
is to take further manpower from the in-
dustry, a move that cannot fail to have a
detrimental effect on the future of goldmin-
ing in Western Australia.

T desire briefly to refer to the velation-
gship between working costs and tonnages.
The fact is well known that onee the ouput
is helow a certaih minimum tonnage, costs
must rise. The effect of that will be selective
mining, whieh will have a serious effect on
the lifc of a mine and will limi¢ the period
during which the industry will be able to
carry on. Obviously no indnstry ecan be
continued at a loss. Towards the end of
January certain statements were attributed
to members of the Federal Government re-
garding goldmining, its importance and eon-
tinnance during the war period. Those state-
ments were referred to in the Senate and
were made the subject of an ingquiry. The
Ministers eoncerned denied that they had
made any such statements, but the matter
was further pursued. A deputation waited
npon the Federal Treasurer in order fo point
out the serious cffect on the industry in
relation to the welfare of Western Australia.
The reply furnished them was that the Fed-
eral Government had no intention as far as
possible of interfering with the goldmining
industry, but that the Government considered
there should be no new activity in the in-
dustry in the direction of opening up new
mines. The next development was noted in
connection with the mission of the Federal
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. H. V. Johnson,
M.H.R.) to his electorate. There hc made
certain statements under bond of secreey
with regard to what was to happen in con-
nection with the industry., Secrecy was to
he observed on aceount of what would hap-
pen if the information were made publie.
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Hon, C. B. Williams: No one knows any-
thing about it now.

Hou. H. SEDDON; The matter was fully
discussed wherever Mr. Johnson went and
some organisations had the experience of
hearing debated on the streets the question
about which they bad been pledged to
secrecy. The resnlt of Mr, Johnson's visit
to his eleetorate was definitely to disturb
the people on the goldfields hecause the gist
of the talks was that a greater number of
men employed in the industry would be re-
quired for urgent war work, On all hands
it has heen recognised, I think, that the
attitude of the industry is that it is pre-
pared to co-operate to the fullest extent in
the war effort. That has already been shown
from the standpoint of the number of men
who have enlisted and from the standpoint
of the managements in their ready response
to any requests made to them.

The resnlt of Mr. Johnson’s visit was that
reassurances were sought hy those whom he
had consulted. At the same time, when the
matter was further discussed, eertain incon-
sistencies iIn publie utterances were nofed.
Apparently an attempt was to be made by
the Government to take so many men from
the induostry as to really threaten its extine-
tion. At the same time there were other avo-
cations that could not bhe said to have any
relationship with the snceessful earrying on
of the war effort. Tn view of that fact the
fecling hecame general that the whole ques-
tion should he further explored.

Tt was sngpgested that until there was some
evidence that the Government intended to
dea! with what were held to be unnecessary
avoecations, even to the extent of elosing some
down, the goldmining industry shounld be
given full recognition for its econtribution
to the war effort. The matter was again
brought wp in the Senate where it was dis-
cussed for a long time. Again it was the
subieet of a depntation to the Federal
Treasurer, Mr, Chifley. The result was that
a further assurance was given with regard
to the taking of men from the industry.
Yesterday in the Press I read a statement
indicating that a Federal Minister whilst
in Kalgoorlie had given the following reply—

Up to this moment the closing of the in-
dustry has not geeupicd the serious considera-
tion of the War Production Executive.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why was Mr. Johnson
sent here?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H, SEDDON: These happenings are
arousing uncertainty in the minds of the
peaple. (We are asking ourselves what we
are to understand with respect to the atti-
tude of the Federal Government towards
goldmining., If a definite statement had heen
made that it considered in the interests of the
war effort men should be taken away from
the industry, we could understand it. It
is the eontinual backing and filling on the
part of Federal Ministers on this guestion
that is doing not cnly no good but is causing
disturbance and uneertainty, with the result
that people are living in a condition of mind
that is anything but conducive to efficiency or
satisfaction with the efforts of the Govern-
ment. Another Federal Minister is visiting
Perth. He is the man most vitally concerned
in the question of manpower. This morn-
ing he made a definite statement in the Press
regarding the attitude of the Federal Gov-
ernment in the matter of manpower. He
also made an incidental reference to the
goldmining industry. I understand he had
a consultation with goldfields members.

Hon. J. Cornell: Members of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party.

Hon. H. SEDDON: What the result of
that was I have yet to learn. We may
hear about it before the debate on this motion
is finished. The whole position is a further
rveflection upon the vacillation exhibited to-
wards this industry. Net only is that so,
but a large number of men are still being
taken from the goldfields. The requirements
of the military authorities are being filled
and further adjustments are being made by
the mine managements to meet that position.
It is felt that we ave rapidly approaching
the point when the continuance of the in-
dustry will be a matter for serious considera-
tion from the standpoint of manpower. We
must have some men working on the mines,
The question of whether that minimum ean be
arrived at is one which should have heen
disenssed with those most eoneerned, namely,
those who have in their charge the welfare
of the industry, before any definite step
was taken. It appears to me that an attempt
is being made to take men from the industry
in order that they mav bhe brought fully
under the control of the military authorities
in regard to war work. We have had some
experience of military methods in the earry-
ing out of construetion works, as well as of
the way in which similar works are carried
ont under ordinary industrial eonditions.
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‘We realise, {herefore, that this system is
not going to be of benefit to the taxpayers,
but rather the reverse. In support of that
contention I would refer to a certain work
which was put through by a mine manage-
ment with the assistance of its men, A con-
struetion job was handed over to it. Fx-
pedition was the prinecipal faetor, and a
condition assoeiated with the work, The job
was completed in as many days as it would
have taken weeks to do had it been earried
out by the military authorities. The mine
management suggested that if there was
urgent need to use men from the mines, pro-
bably with its stafl and faecilities, it could
well carry out that work to the satisfaction
of the military anthorities shounld it be en-
trusted to it. By that means the management
would be able to retain its own organisation
rather than that the men should be taken
from work to which they were accustomed,
and brought under conditions which obtain
in military eireles.

There is a further vital and important
question that must arise if the intention of
the Iederal Government is to take men away
Prom the industry. I refer to the wives and
families nf the men concerned. Tf the mine
workers are to be engaged on war construe-
tion work that involves their being taken
away from the district, they will be working
under conditions where there will be mno
housing accommeodation.

Hon. J. Cornell: They may perhaps be
taken out of the State.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: That, too, may arise.
They will have no housing accommodation.
The men will be faced with the position
that either arrangements will have to he
made by the Federal Government for the
pavment of separation allowances for the
wives and families, or the men will be faced
with the problem of maintaining two homes,
Tnder cither econdifion the position will be
hard upon the men and their families. The
effeet npou the State’s economy of the pro-
posal has been covered in the references by
the Premier and the Minister for Mines.
The Premier said the effect of the proposal
would be a direct loss of £2,000,000 to tho
State's revenue. The indirect effect has not
beon estimated, but it must be considerably
more than that. Not an activity, particularly
in the metropolitan ares, can avoid leing
affeeted directly by the interference with the
industry involved in men being taken nway
from it.
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Other questions are also associated with
the problem. The State’s expenditure will
have to be maintained in various directions,
Thers will be the expenditure in connection
with the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. That
will have to be maintained, and as the mines
will be compelled to cease production the bur-
den on the State will increase. Payments to
bencficiaries will have to be kept up. Then
there is the question of men who have been
taken out of mines under the Miners’
Phthisis Aet. Those men will eonfinue to
be 2 burden upon the State’s finances, That
will have to be provided for regardless of
the fact that the revenue which has con-
tributed towards that expenditure will no
longer be available.

Then there is the question of workers’
eompensation. All these factors will have
to be taken into consideration and legisla-
tion will have to be introduced to meet the
position. Undoubtedly the State’s economy
will he seriounsly affected not only in regard
fo revenue but in relation to expenditure.
The services to the goldficlds people in regard
to schools and other facilities will have to
go on.

Hon. J. Cornell: The railways will be
affected most of all,

Hon. H. SEDDON: Other aspeets will
have to be considered. Concerning these a
good deal bas hecen said and divergent
opinions have heen expressed. I refer par-
ticularly to the present and future value of
gold. We know what the attitude of the
Federal Government is on this matter; but
the attitude already shown by certain coun-
tries is significant. No one will accuse the
United States of Ameriea of lacking in finan-
cial acumen, Whatever faults the Govern-
ment of that eounéry may possess that can-
not be regarded as one of them. Right
through the gece America has been acquir-
ing gold. hile many people have sug-
gested that it has received it against its own
wishes, Ameriea is still aequiring gold.

Hon, T. Moore: Did Mr. Johnson give you
some seeret information in regard to
America’s opinion. You know what his views
are, do von not%

Hon. H. SEDDON : A reference was made
by Mr. Johnson.

Hon. T. Moore: That is a seeret.
know that an opinion was given.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That brings up the
aspect of the relationship between this eoun-
fry and the Tnited States. While there

You
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may have been an expression of opinion by
the representatives of America as to the
desirability of producing further gold in
Australis—

Hon, T. Moore: Or less gold.

Hon. H. SEDDON : The fact remains that
the Soviet Government is the second largest
gold produeing country in the world and is
still producing gold. The largest gold pro-
ducer is South Afriea, which is still pro-
dueing it. There is no question of reducing
the production of gold in that Dominion.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is there any analagy
between South Africa and Australia?

Hon. H. SEDDON: There is no guestion
of interfering with the gmold preduction of
South Afriea.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Sonth Afriea is not
an importing country.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There is not much
importing done there. South Afrien is still
producing gold and no attempt is being
made to reduce the produetion. The gold-
mining industry is vital to Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. Cornell: More so than to South
Afriea.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Sownth Afriea has
other important industries apart from gold
production.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We must import
explosives.

Hon, H, SEDDON: The fact remains that
in South Afriea there is no question of
interforing in any way with the production
of gold. My contention is, as T said, that
the goldmining industry is vital not only
to the State but to our war effort. Even
apart from war requirements, there are eer-
tain important commodities which we
shounld endeavour to prodnee as far as lies
in our power.

The statement has heen made that we
have too much gold in Australia, but not-
withstanding that, an objecion has  heen
raised to the further export of gold. Tt
is interesting to note, when we eome fo con-
sider the relationship between our gold re-
serve and the note issue, how very small is
the quantity of gold heing held against that
issned. In December last, agninst n note
issne off £84,800,000, part of the gold re-
servd was only £74,839, the other part con-
sisting of English sterling amounting to
£21,800,000. Therefore, no one can say
that the gold reserve is being maintained in

[COUNCIL.]

anything like the proportion it would be
under ordinary hanking conditions, let alone
war conditions.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the sterling
standard? What is wrong with that !

Hon, H, SEDDON: That bas heen very
seriously interfered with. There has been
an enormous inerease in the note issue in
Great Britain. The greatest problem Eng-
land will have to face is the problem of in-
flation, If one wishes to ascertain the real
value of the Australian note, one has only
to look at the dollar exchange. That will
give a person an idea of the purchasing
power of our note, and will indicate how
it has fallen in spite of a rigid system of
price contrel of necessary commodities.
In my opinion, the whole question has been
wrongly approached. The matter should
be subject to turther investigation. I trust
that during his visit to the goldfields the
Federal Minister responsible for manpower
will make it his business to consult with
those who have in their hands the continu-
anca of the industry, with n view to utilis-
ing the men engaged in it to the host nd-
vantage,

My reason for |Dringing forward this
motion at the present time is because we
have this Federal Minister in Perth, One
of the questions he is to deal with eoncerns
the goldmining industry of the State and its
manpower. The Premier and the Minister
for Mines are in the Eastern #tates ne.
gotiating with the Prime Minister upon this
most important question, and I feel that
the best way in which we can support them
is to let them have an expression of opinion
from this Parliament upon the question of
manpower and its relation to the goldmining
industry.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [11.36]: Y second the motion. In
doing so I desire to endorse everything that
has been said by Mr. Seddon. A eouple of
days ago the Chief Secretary told us that
the State Government knew no more about
this matter than did the man in the street.
I am quite sure the statemont was accurate,
bhut nevertheless it shocked me, because it
suggested the cavalier method in which the
Federal Government has heen treating the
State authorities.  The State Government
knew nothing ahout the matter. Let me make
some further reference to what My, Seddon
said regarding the visit of the member for
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Kalgoortie in the House of Representatives.
It is a faet beyond any possibility of doubt
that he informed the Kalgoorlie Chamber
of Mines that the Federal Government had
practically deeided to elose down the gold-
mining industry. He pledged the members
of the Chamber of Mines to secrecy, even
to the extent that they must not ecommuni-
cate with their London directors. Then,
apparently with the idea of giving an “air
of verisimilitude to an otherwise bald and
uncenvineing  narrative,” he furnished a
number of details as to how the Government
intended going about things.

For instance, he said that it had been de-
cided that when the men werc taken away,
their families should stay put where they
were, and that was one of bis reasons for
demanding secrecy, so that the thing should
not get about at all. He also stated that
the companies would be allowed to continue
the employment of sufficient labour
to prevent the mines from getting
waterlogged nnd to keep the machin-
ery in such repair as it could he
kept while the mines were not working. He
also suggested that some provision wounld be
made in the way of compensation, although
that was very vague. Bui having done all
that, he attended meetings of unions and
informed the men, first in Kalgoorlie and
afterwards all over the State, the very things
to which he had pledged the Chamber of
Mines to secrecy. The result was that the
next day 40 men turned up in one mine and
asked to be relensed for military service,
as Mr. Johnson had told them that the mine
wounld close down.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The men preferred
military service to road-making.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Then we
have the statement by the Federal Minister,
Mr. Dedman, to the same effect in Vietoria,
& statement most vigorously resented by the
Minister for Mines of that State, who, as
we all know, is an ex-Labour Premier of
Victoria and at the present time the Leader
of the Lahour section in the Victorian Gov-
ernment, 1 am rather sorry that cur own
Minister for Mines did not make an equally
vigorous protest. His statement that, after
all, the mold would still remain in the ground,
although perfectly true, to my mind conveys
an entirely false impression, because there
ean be no doubt that, if the mines are closed
down, a great numher of them will never
re-open,
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As  Mr. Seddon has said, we yesterday
had a statement from a Federal Minister in
Kalgoorlie that the matter had not been
considered by the Federal Cahinet. In this
morning’s paper, however, members will read
that the Federal Treasurer, Mr. Chifley, said
that the goldmining industry would continue
on the same scale as hitherto. What does
all this mean? Does it mean that there is
in the present Federal Government a com-
plete absence of anything in the nature of
united Cabinet responsibility? Is each Min-
ister at liberty to go about the Common-
wenlth expressing opinions on matters of
high policy without the consent of the Prime
Minister and without the consent of his
Cabinet colleagues?

While this sort of thing is going on in all
direetions, we have another Federal Minis-
ter, Mr. Ward, on a matter closely related
to this question of employment, practically
advising the coalminers to defy regulalions
framed hy the Cabinet of which he is a mem-
ber, and urging that defiance in spite of the
statement of the Prime Minister that during
the Tast three months—a period most eritical
and most threatening in the history of Aus-
tralia—approximately 300,000 tons of coal
had heen lost due to sirikes and abstention
from work. Wo have to consider what is
hapoening at the present time. We have this
Ministerial diseord as to what the poliey is,
hut what is really happening$

Goldmining is elassed as a No, 3 industry,
so that men ean be taken from it before men
ean be withdrawn from industries eclassed

cither as No. 1 or No. 2. There were
16,000 men employed in the goldmin-
ing industry of this State. Upwards

of 5,000 of them have already enlisted or
heen absorhed in war work. Thus the in-
dustry has nlready contributed one-third
of its personnel, and drafts are still
proceeding. T understand that in the
last week 100 men have heen taken
from Norseman, 451 from Kalgoorlie, and
that it is intended in n verv short time to
take another 900 men. Already quite a num-
her of the mines have heen compelled to
close down. Others that are eapable, with
their full equipment, of making substantial
profits, are reduced to a bare hand-to-mouth
existence, and do not know the day when
it will be necessary for them to shut down.

Practically all the wmines are living on
their ore reserves, and this is, of course, a
perilous proceeding so far as their future
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is concerned. Development has heen stopped
in almost every direction; and the two-thirds
of the persounel of the mining industry that
is left is not the younger men. The result
is that men of middle age, men who certainly
would not be unything like the same value
in some other occupation, men who have
spent their whole lives in this industry, are
left to carry it on.

The effects of the uncertainty prevailing
at the present time are disastrous to the in-
dustry. It is a fact that recently there has
been a considerable exodus from the gold-
fields, an exodus of those women and child-
ren who, according to Mr. Johnson’s state-
ment, should have stayed put, as he said
that that was the policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment. His whole intention has been de-
stroyed. Under any well-organised form of
government, I contend that the first step
should have been careful Cahinet eonsidera-
tion, and the next step should have been
consultation with the State Government.
These two steps should have been taken be-
fore a word was said to the publie, and be-
fore anything was said either to the man-
agers or to the men employed in the mines.

But instead of that, what do we have?
We have Ministers, some of them new to
office and with very iittle Parliamentary ex-
perience and less knowledge of affairs,
“dressed in a little brief authority, most
ignorant where they are most assured,” go-
ing about the country saying that the Gov-
ernment has decided this and deecided that,
and therehy causing uncertainty and upset
that might easily have been avoided had the
matter been gone about in a decent fashion.
No matter what the nltimate decision of the
Government may be, what is the position to-
day in Western Australin? The Premier
definitely, in a statement for which he de-
serves to be complimented by every mem-
ber of Parliament and by the people gener-
ally, had occasion to tell the Prime Minister
that this State seemed to be singled out for
all hardships.

What is the position of the North-West
of this country? What has become of the
pearling industry? What is the position of
the caftle industry, either in West Kimber-
ley or East Kimberley? Its ontlets in the
past bave been thromgh the Wyndham
Freezing Works (o oversea countries, and
by shipping to the metropolitan market. Is
either of these avennes open to the industry
today?® It is practically in a moribund con-
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dition. If we go further and destroy the
mining industry in the North-West, what
will be 1eft? Take the pastoral industry gen-
erally. It has been crippled over a consid-
erable number of arems, by continued
droughts, and even before the advent of
these droughts it became embarrassed by a
long period of low prices.  Today it is
threatened with all sorts of difficulties, in-
cluding that of getting shearers. It seems
impossible that a considerable reduction in
the output of wool ean be avoided.

It i= unnecessary for me to say much
about the position of agrieulture, We all
know the almost hopeless position it faces
today. We know that a large number of
men have left the land. I have been shocked
hy the stories told to me¢ by men who have
travetled through the drier agricultural dis-
tricts and the least prosperous portions of
the wheat areas, of the conditions to which
hard-working men and women have been re-
duced. Their position is one of hopeless-
ness.

I come now te the manufacturing indus-
iries.  The Federal Minister, Mr. Makin,
had to go to Kalgoorlic to discover that a
foundry is there eapable of being employed to
a large extent on the work necessary for the
war effort. As far as our manufacturing in-
dustries in this portion of the State are con-
cerned, other members are more competent
to speak than T am, but we know how orders
ohtained by factories here have been hung
up beeause the nceessary materials have not
heen supplied. We have the outstanding
fact that, apart altogether from enlistments,
this State has been for some time past, and is
still, losing its adult male population. If
the goldmining industry is closed down,
what is to be done with the men? It does not
look as if therc is any great need for their
employment here. Arve they to he taken away
to the other States as well? Only in the
South-West is there any evidence of stability,
and even there real difficulties have to be
faced cvery day owing to the loss of man-
power and becaunse of many other reasons
with which the members representing those
districts are more familiar,

In face of all this, we have the faet that
Western Australia has contributed far more
than its share in the matter of enlistments.
Some time ago we were advised that the
failure of other States to mainfain their
quotas was made good by enlistments in
Western Australin, The closing of the gold-
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mining industry would be just the same if it
were not effected as a matter of deliberate
policy by the Federal Government but were
brought about in pursuance of the present
poliey of attrition; hy continuing to take
away a few hundred men here and there
until mine after mine closes down. In 1940,
the value of gold output in this State was
over £12,500,000. What beeame of that
money? Only a trifle over £1,000,000 went in
dividends to the shareholders, and a fair
proportion of that sum came to Australian
shareholders. Gold produced the largest con-
tribution towards the wealth of Western
Australia. In the Statistieal Abstracts manu-
facturing appears to he larger, but those
returns include materials and such like.
When they are taken out, it will be found
that for actual wealth produetion gold top-
ped the list.

As far as agrienlture was concerned, it
was largely a matter of arrangement of some
contribution by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but it is a faet that gold received no
assictance. What became of the value of the
output? Ower £1,000,000, or more than the
total amount of dividends, was taken by the
Commonwealth Government as an excise tax
under a form of tax to which no other in-
dustry in the Commonwealth wag subjected.
According to the Premier, £2,000,000 went
into the maintenanee of State revenue
fhrough serviees such as transport and water
supply. The great bulk of the remaining
£8,000,000 was ahsorbed in salaries and
wages, and was all subject both to Federal
and State taxation. That is what is going
10 he thrown away. Reference was made by
Mr. Seddon to contribntions to loans. One
important mining company—a company
which is practieally working as a salvage
operation now—eontributed £250,000 to the
Iast loan.

Han. T. Moore: Tt is nothing like salvage!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : I hope not.

Hon. T. Moore: Tt is ridiculous to sav
that!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: If this
policy of drawing men away from the gold-
fields is continued for long, this concern will
become a salvage proposition.

Hon. T. Moore: Yon say it has become
one, which is wrong. It is a good mine!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I am
aware of the fact that neighbouring mines
in which the eompany is interested have
prospeets of very long life, but I wounld re-
mind the hon. member that Government offi-
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cinle, sometime ago, condemned the mine as
heing nothing more than a salvage proposi-
tion.

Hon. T. Moore: There is a differenee to-
day.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member will have his opportunity later.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
know that the hon, member’s remarks affect
the question. It is a fact that this ecompany
contribnted £250,000 to the last loan, and
it is also a fact that if more men arc to be
withdrawn, it will not be able to continue
operations, and | have no hesitation in say-
ing that if it should he absolutely closed
down, it will he extremely difficult fo wet
the mine into production again.

Then we have to eonsider the importance
of this industry as an avenue of post-war
cmployment. No other industry in Western
Australia ean make anything like the same
contribution towards post-war employment as
the mines. Those now in  operation are
chiefly working on low-grade ore, and very
low-grade ore, comparad with what was
mined in the past. T ean well remember
some 46 years ago, meeting Mr. Richard
Hamilton on the main shaft of the
Great Boulder Mine, and being told by him
that he regarded, as a matter of sound poliey,
the reducing of the average grade of ore to
be treated to twe ounces per ton. Today,
thanks to the introduetion of the best machin.
ery availahle from all parts of the world, and
thanks to highly scientific methods, mines are
showing a profit on not much more than
2 dwts.,, or one-twentieth of what was re-
garded as a fair average for the Great
Bonlder 46 years age. Beeause of tbat faet,
and beeause there are low-grade mines work-
ing on a narrow margin of profit, it is prae-
tieally certain that once closed down they
will not re-open for a good many vears, if
ot all.

Tet this be remembered, that a compara-
tively small mine rmploys a large number of
men. It has authoritatively been ealenlated
that every man employed on a mine main-
taing about five other people. 1 know of
specific instances where individual mines,
which are not regarded as being really im-
portant, are responsible for the maintenance
of a5 many as 750 people. That shows, not
only the disaster which is going to fall on
us if the industry j= abolished now, hut also
the handicnp we will place on ourselves in
the matter of post-war employment.
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What is to become of the population of
the mining towns—the business people? Are
they all to go on the dole? Mr. Seddon hes
made reference to what other countries have
done. He referred to Canada and South
Africa. Canada produces more gold than
we do and is still carrying on. That coun-
try is making & contribution to the war
cffort which we might envy when we take
into account the cnormous sums of money it
has given to the British (tovernment, and
when we consider the generosity of its
people in subscribing to the loans placed
before them. We cannot say they show a
poor spirit. Russia, after being invaded and
while fighting for its Hfe, is still maintain-
ing its geld industry to the cxtent that it is
now the second biggest gold producer in the
world. Japap, after five years of war in
China, is still keeping its gold industry go-
ing and is today a bigger gold producer
than Adustralia.

. Hon. T. Moore: Who knows what is hap-
pening in Japan today?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: We do not
actually know what is happening today, but
we did know Lill  recently. We do know
that throughout the five years that it was
engaged in war with China it kept the gold
industry going.

Hon, . W. Miles: TIs Mr. Moore in
favour of shutting up the gold industry?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I previ-
ously made reference to the extent to which
manpower might be conserved by the iniro-
duction of labour-saving machinery. A short
time ago we had a strike in one of the
Fastern States against the introduction of
snch machinery. The only reason given was
that if Jabour-saving machinery was to he
permitted today it would be insisted upon
after the war. That is a most stupid sug-
gestion to put forward. After this war is
finished we will face a highly competitive
world, and the only nations to enjoy a
decent standard of living will be those that
emplov to the utmost extent lahour-saving
machinery,

The PRESIDENT: Under the Standing
Orders I must interrupt the debate at this
stage, B

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Tt is
only by the extensive employment of lab-
our-saving machinery that any country ean
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maintain a really high standard for the
whole of its people. Some people have the
idea—to my mind it is an extraordinary
idea—that what is wanted is work. It ia
not work that is wanted; it is the product
of work or lahour. If we could get the
full produet of work, if I found the Labour
Party concentrating its cfforts upon getting
the utmost retorn of product from the lab-
our used, I would be quite willing to join
with that party in endeavouring to ensure
that the wealth was generously and evenly
distributed, but so long as the present idea
holds that what is wanted is work with high
wages, instead of the produet of labour, I
can only say that if the Labour Party had
its own way it would bring Australia to
ruin.

We have even been told by an authority .
that in the coal mines in this State, with
the introduction of labour-saving machin-
ery the cost of the coal produced at Collie
could be reduecd to less than half the
present figure. And there is not an indus-
try in this State that docs not depend more
or less on cheap coal. I am speaking of
this only from the point of view of the
manpower that might be saved.

Then therc is the question of the em-
ployment of women and boys in transport
and other suitable scrviees. Other eoun-
tries are emploving women and boy labour.
Why should not we? Our women and boys
are just as eapable of doing the work and
are willing to do it.

The Honorary Minister: There is not 2
boy or a girl out of work.

Hon. Sir ITAL: COLEBATCH: That is
not the case.

The Honorary Minister: Tt is a fact,

Hon. Sir 1{ALL COLEBATCH: Refer.
ence has been made to the unemployed on
the dole in Queensland, 12,000 of them, and
My, Forgan Smith has said that they are
not all fit men. The same remark applies
to the mining industry; they are not all
fit men for any other vocation.

A few montks ago, I think it was
before Japan entered the war, Mr,
Falstein, the member for Watson, said
that “more than 10,000 persons in his
electorate earned their living from the rae-
ing industry, not to mention the dogs.” He
put this np as a reason why the racing
industry should not be interfered with: it
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gave employment and livelibood to a large
number of people. Now this argument has
come back with boomerang effect and has
proved a revelation of the number of people
employed in this non-essential voeation. I
do not think thal racing can properly be
termed an industry. The labour now used
might well be made avnilable for purposes
far more helpful to the war cffort.

Let me now contrast the position of the
liastern States with that of Western Aus-
iralia. The Eastern States, under Federal
poliey, have for more than one-third of a
century heen subsidised by the primary in-
dustries of this State, namely, agriculture
and goldmining. Those States are today en-
Joy¥ing o higher standard of prosperity than
ever before. The spending power of the
people is greater.  Let us compare that
condition of affairs with the positien in
Western Australia as it coxists today and
what it will be if this draft npon men em-
ployed in the goldmining industry con-
tinzes to such an extent that the industry
is practieally closed down.

We are entitled to ask by what sort of
Government are these conditions of im-
poverishment heing imposed upon the State,
The Federal Government has not a clear
majority in either House of the Common-
wealth Parliament. It is a Government
whose nominees were rejected with great
emphasis in five of the six States at the
last Senate election. It is a Government
that is completely out of touch with the
leading political members of its own party
in all the States. Those leaders are men
of far riper knowledge and wider politieal
oxperience than can be claimed by any mem-
her of the present Commonwealth Govern-
ment, So far as Western Australia is eon-
cerned, it is very nice for a State of little
importance in the Federal scheme of
things to have amongst its Parliamentary
vepresentatives the Prime Minister, the Pre-
sident of the Senate and the Speaker and
Chairman of Committees of the House of
Representatives. But this sort of thing will
not butter our bread.

I draw special attention to the outstand-
ing fact that while members of the Com-
monwealth Government are making con-
tradictory statements regarding the inten-
tion to close down the mines, this very
thing is actually being done by a policy of
attrition. Let me direct attention fo a
statement made by the Minister for Mines
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of Victoria, Mr. Hogan. e was reporte

- as follows:—

The Minister of Mines (Mr, Hegan) in
suppori of the protest, challenged Mr. Ded
man’s statement that gold waa of little value
in the war ceonomy of the nation. If Mr.
Dedman was an advoeate of uncontrolled in-
flution without a gold reserve, he should say
s0. Uoldmining wns a country industry, and
te stop it would spell ruin for many districts.
That fact has heen the subjeet of referenc
by Mr. Seddon, and T also spoke of it ¢
few days ago. Iu all dircctions we see il
lustrated the determination of the Govern
ment to c¢onduct the war on trade unior
lines and to use every cmergency that arise
to put into effect some plank or other of
Labour’s plaiform. One day it is Mr. War¢
pronouncing for mationalisation; anothe
day it is Mr. Dedman ihreatcning the dis
eontinnance of gold production. Is that in
tended as a step towards the putting intc
operation of Labour’s pelicy of winning the
war without cost—of financing war expendi
ture, public works and social serviees by
Commonwealth Bank eredit—a policy tha
the Commonwealth Government as a Gow
ernment is afraid to put into force or ever
to advocate?

I feel that the State Government -shoulc
appreeiate the faet that members of botl
the other parties are cntirely behind it ir
using every endeavour to maintain the pro.
duction of gold as essential to the State an¢
to insist that before the industry is destroy
ed or further impaired, there shall be @
eomprehensive marshalling of the manpowe
available in industries of far less impor-
tance to the economic stablility of Austra.
lia.

EON, C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [12.8]:
It is regrettable that the moving of this
motion has been necessary because Australia
18 at war and we should not allow anything
to disturb the friendly relations existing be-
tween the different States of the Common.
wealth and the people generally. Still, i
Governments make mistakes, they must be
eriticised. I am not addressing myself tc
the motion now with an eye to criticising the
Commonwenlth Government, heeause those
who oppose the National Party understand
the wonderful work the present Ministry has
done as compared with the Administratior
it sueceeded.

T view this matter of closing the goldmine
very seriously indecd. Western Australia
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hag suffercd greatly because the political in-
fluence in the East is so powerful and more
or less because Western Australia’s repre-
sentatives in the Federal Parliament have had
twopenny-halfpenny jobs handed out to
them. To my mind those jobs were handed
out to blind those members to what is being
done to Western Australia. Wa have five
members representing this State in the House
of Representatives and six members in the
Senate, a total representation of 11. Yet
most of them have been given tinpot jobs—
Jjobs that are bringing them in a couple of
thousand a year as Speaker or President or
an extra thousand a year as Chairmen of
Committees—with their ordinary emoluments
as well, It seems to me that those members
have accepted the jobs for the sake of the
extra remuncration and have forgotten their
duty to Western Australia. When the time
comes [ trust that the people of Western
Australin will not forget them.

We have the member for Perth (Mr.
Nairn) as Spcaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives; we have the member for Forrest
(Mr. Prowse) as Chairman of Committees in
the House of Representatives. 'We have the
Hon. J. Cunningham as President of the
Senate, and Mr. Fraser as a Minister with
Senator Clothier as Party Whip. These men,
a5 members of Parliament, owe a duty to
Western Australia, quite apart from their
political beliefs. I venture to repeat what
I have said on other occasions and what I
would say if [ were in Canberra, namely,
that i€ T werc a representative of Western
Australia in the Federal Parliament no Gov-
<rnment would ever put over this State what
has been pot over it in the last five or ten
years, and partieularly since the war began.
I would see that the Government went out
wf office and would trust to the pcople of
‘Western Austealin to stick to me. I am
sure that people would take the view that
the duty of members was beyond politics and
should ensure the retention of their political
liberty. Because we are a weak State num-
erically, these impositions are inflicted upon
us. I trust that T keep within the limits of
eommonsense when I say thet if the gold-
mining industry is to be annihilated, would
it not be better to leave the Japs to do it%
Large towns like Kalgoorlie, Leonora and
Wiluna are all endangered hecause of the
nitwits in the East.

The Federal Minister for War Organisa-
tion of Industry (Mr. Dedman) has been in
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Australia for 19 years or only a little longer
than I have been in Parliament. Admittedly
we need men for work in all avennes, but
why should Western Australia have to suffer
through this imposition on its goldmining
industry? I am not greatly interested in
goldmining in the Kastern States because
those who know the facts are aware that be-
fore the price of gold went up by £1 an
ounce, Queensland produced as little as £39
worth of gold per year. That was 10 or 12
years ago and probably that produetion was
due to some fellows baving taken a few gold
rings from Western Australia and being re-
quired to sell them. Yet we have to tolerate
the decisions of these nitwit Federal politi-
cians, for nitwits they are. I maintain that
anyone who would create dissatisfaction at
a time when the enemy is at our gates is a
nitwit and should not be retained in his job.
Reference should be made to the share
market value of the gold mines. After the
Mungana disclosures, the people of Australia
said emphatically that Mr. Theodore was nof
to he permitted to remain in politics in Aus-
tralin. His own people rejected him, Yet
he has heen placed in charge of some of the
ramifications of the war effort that will affect
the manpower resources of the country and
the goldmining industry. We have listened
to a speech by Sir Hsal Colebateh who has
stressed the point, that we do not know where
we are. T might add, as the Cousin Jack
said, “Neither do we know where we will be.”
Mr. Chifley, the Federal Treasurer, says
something, and Mr. Curtin knows nothing
about it. Therefore, the Prime Minister
sends Mr. Johnson over to Western Aus-
tralia to make a fool of himsclf, XKalgoor-
lie as a Federal constituency has heen prae-
tically ignored. Our great hardship is that
those Western Australians who know the
goldmining industry have never heen con-
sulted. Kalgoorlie will be eut out as a Labour
constituency if the mines are stopped from
working. The Lake View Mine has been re-
duced from 1,300 men to 900, I understand.
Now, the Federal Labour Government de-
pends on the member for Kalgoorlie to keep
it in office. Notwithstanding its dependence
on the Kalgoorlic seat, it proposes to de our
goldmining industry this great wrong.
But no attempt is made to deal with racing.
In Melbourne there were 16 races on onc
day a few weeks back. TUntil recently the
people in Perth who control racing had to be
almost kicked off their own courses. Who
would lose if racing and trotting stopped to-
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morrow? The thousands and thousands of
men engaged in racing and trotting have,
cconomically speaking, never created new
wealth. To say that racehorses are needed
to improve the hreed is utterlv absurd. We
get 2 bhorse that races about three times a
year. Let the various Governments put a
stop to racing, if they are game to do so.
Let the Labour Party in both Federal sphere
and State sphere rise up and stop the raecing
that has been organised by John Wren of
Melbourne.

Western Australin’s position is one of
pure and simple dependence on its goldmines.
Our primary producers will get a somewhat
better deal, no doubt, as an effect of the
war; but the operation of the mining indus-
try means there is nothing to go out of Ans-
tralia, even if the product cannot be used
here. Mr. Johnson come over here and told
fearful tales concerning the goldmining in-
dustry—absurd tales. We have been re-
liably informed that the industry can carry
on for two years withont assistance. Sonth
Africa has employed black Iabour in its
gold mines, but we have never done so, al-
though there have heen a few American
negroes working in Kalgoorlie mines. Those
blacks, however, received exactly the same
wages as the white miners. Doubtless if
labour were as cheap here as it is in South
Africa, we could have many low-grade shows
working.

Tt is absolutely necessary for us to win the
war, no matter who goes down as business
man or ¢itizen. We are told that skilled men
in onr goldmining induostries, possessing
skill which eannot be acquired in & few
months, are to he taken away to do rough un-
gkilled work in the Army. During the first
world war there was n conscription referen-
dum, with the result that the Labour Party
remained out of office for the best part of
25 years. Nitwits in the Federal arena would
rather close down our goldmining industry
than interfere with racing. Governments are
not game to interfere with racing either here
or in Victoria. I do not want the S.P. shops
to be closed. I want to see our people have
entire freedom to do what they like with
their own money.

I hope Mr. Seddon’s motion will be
carried, and I am glad the motion has come
from other than a Labour supporter. I will
not allow anyone to bulldoze me into any-
thing, even dnring war time. Nor do I intend
to cut my political throat in order to please
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anybody, Woestern Australin controls more
than two-thirds of Aunstralian goldmimng:
And let me point out that many men now at
work in the KEastern States would not be
working if our mines closed down, As re-
gards Bendigo, Ballarat, and Ararat riners
there can leave mining and work for farmers
in the surrounding distriets, but that does
not apply in Western Australia. The Federal
Labour Government sent over the Federal
member for Kalgoorlic to ask our miners
praetically to surrender. In my time on the
nines My, Johnson would have heen told that
he was trying to sell us a pup. He was lucky
to get away with it in Kalgoorlic as he did.
The earrying-out of the Federal proposal
would put our mining indestry in a worse
position than it was in after 1921, when
several mines closed down all at onee in Kal-
goorlie.

If mining were stopped, the water trouble
would not prove fatal, even if the stoppage
lasted for 25 wyears. 1t is true that Mr.
Moore's clectorate would be hurt, and also
Leonora. What was the position of Leonora
in 1930 and 19317 It eost this State, during
the Premiership of Hon. P. Collier, a great
deal to make work available for discharged
miners who were in urgent need. If the
Kalgoorlie people are going to lose the war,
they mean to lose it with their own people.
Kalgoorlie residents have in recent years
been building houses valued at as much as
£700 and £800. All beeause of some Fede-
ral nifwits, the fown {sx to be destroyed.
Those nitwits are mere politieal acecidents.
I would plead with Mr. Dedman that he
should go back to Seotland before he en-
deavours to destrov onr mining industry.
His holding a portfolio is a mere aceident,
duc to a racehorse,

I wish I could urge my views personally
on My. Curtin. I fail te understand why
the Prime Minister does not elose down some
members of his team. T call to mind that
Mr. Seullin backed him in another matter,
hut the Lahour Party knows what Mr. Scul-
lin did in 1932. T regret that he was ever
elected again to the Federal Parliament. T
regret that he was ever taken back into a
position in the Labour Party. I was not
at the meeting to which Mr. Dedman ealled
goldfields representatives. I did attend on
the Monday when Mr. Dedman was nok
there; and I am glad of my absence frome
the other meeting, becanse I am not very
tolerant of such people. There has heen
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much difference among Labour men about
taking up the question to which the motion
refers, but [ supporl the proposition.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon, E.
H. Gray—West) [12.29]: I greatly regret
that this debate has degenerated so. The
fault for that lies with members of this
Chamber, and especially with Sir Hal Cole-
batch. Indirect charges have been made.
Yederal Ministers have been very unfairly
attacked by two speakers, so far, in this
morning's diseussion,

Hon. J. Corneli:
Williams?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I include
him, It was an unfair altack on the Federal
Government, including the Prime Minister.
8ir Hal Colebatch made a big point of the
labour that was available. There is nobody
out of work in Western Australia, and it
1s unfair to say that Mr. Dedman came to
Western Australia to close the mining in-
dustry. He did nothing of the sort.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: I did not say
he did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: He has
come to Western Australia to cxamine the
position, Every effort is heing made to in-
vestigate all industries and release as much
manpower as possible. That is his job, and
to that end he appointed the Auditor Gen-
eral, who has been seeonded to the Federal
Government, to tnke over that important job.
Every industry in Western Australia will
be clogely examined, as in fact it has been
for many weeks, It is all very well to say
that we can put girls into men’s jobs. We
are trying to do that. We are secking to
release as much manpower as possible. Con-
sider the Perth trams. The conductors are
mostly men past middle age, sick men, or
returned soldiers nnfit for active serviee.

Why should we allow this great question
to degenerate into a political argument?
Everyone knows that the State Government,
the Labour Party, and the members of the
Opposition Parties have one mind on this
question, and that is that cverything possible
must be done to save the goldmining in-
dustry. Everyone in Western Australia
knows the tremendons blow it would be to
our State economy if that industry were
closed down. I would direct members’ atten-
tion to the fact that the situation has mater-
inlly changed in the last few weeks. I re-
memher that the Minister for Agrieulture

What about Mr.
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{(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise) went to the Eastern
States a few months ago and I followed him
to & conference, and we found that there is
a school of thought in the Kastern States,
backed up by eminent men, which believes
that the day of gold as a means of currency
has gone. They think that, and have heen
trying to exploit the position.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who thinks that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Several
men. There is a big school of thought along
those lines.

Hon. J, Cornell: I know that Mr. Dedman
does.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ques-
tion of the goldmining industry in Western
Australia was fully discussed when I was
in Metbourne and when Mr. Wise was there
hefore me. I cobtained an assurance from
the Federal Minister that nothing would be
done to the industry until it had been closely
examined by the Federal and the State Gov-
ernments.

Hon. C. F, Baxter; Which Minister gave
that assurance?

The HONORARY
Ward.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is another one!

Hon. 8ir Hal Colchateh: They are still
taking men away from the industry. You
know that, do you not?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Soon
after T eame hack from Melbourne there was
a rapid deterioration of the war situation.

Hon. T. Moore: My word there was!

The HONORARY MINISTER: We did
not know what was going to happen. We
did not knmow whether the Japanese would
not land in a few days. Any Government
with a sense of responsibility wonld have had
to plan for the future and that is what was
done.

Hon. G, W. Miles: You let horse-racing
continue because your votes are there.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
rubbish. Why talk such rot? From the
point of view of racing T do not know a
horse from a donkey, but I know that that
statement is greatly exaggerated.

Hon. 3. W. Miles: There is any amount
of manpower available in the horse-racing
world.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
are many men living on the racing industry
who would nat be worth twopence.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You have not the
courage to tackle the problem.

MINISTER: Mr.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The war
wituation has now improved, and no action
will be taken in the industry until it is ah-
solutely esseutial to do something drastic to
get men, and hefore that is done every man
and woman in Western Australia will be
called upon to do his or her job. The Fede-
ral Government bhas not singled out the
soldmining industry for special attention
but is giving consideration to every industry
in the Commonwealth. Why unfairly attack
a Federal Minister when he is in Western
Australia? From my own knowledge I am
aware that every endeavour is being made
to release as much manpower and to close
down as many nou-essential industries as
possible.  The motion, if earried, will he
very helpful, but the discussion has been
spoiled by the fact that the scconder of the
motion went out of his way to make the
guestion a politieal one.

Ion. J. Cornell: And the Honorary Min-
ister has improved the oceasion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That

may be the hon. member’s opinion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [12.36]:
There are a few points I desire to touch
upon. I think the Honorary Alinister let
himself loose when he referred to what Sir
Hal Colebateh said as being an attack on
the Federal Government and on Federal
Ministers who are over here. There is one
Labour Premier in Australia for whom I
have always had the highest regard on ae-
eount of his honesty, sincerity of purposa
and eandour, and that is good old Forgan
Smith. What did he say? He said that he
was sick and tired of having to listen to the
vapourings of the heaven-born geniuses sent
to the Commonwealth Parliament, and T am
with him one hundred per cent.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, J, CORNELL: The Honorary Min-
ister has endeavoured to suggest that they
arc heaven-born geniuses.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He thought he was on
a bread Biil!

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think he must have
had some of the stuff that makes the bread
rise, when he let himself go.

The Honorary Minister: That is cheap
enough!

Hon, J. CORNELL: I do not exempt
others in the Commonwealth Government
and Parliament from criticism. The opinion
expressed by Mr. Forgan Smith will stand
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up to the elosest serutiny and examination.
A fair proportion of the Federal Govern-
men{ are rejects from State Parliaments.
I have not the slightest desive to indulge
in personalities, but we cannot get away
from the fact that Mr. Vie, Johnson did not
come to this State on his own account, Fed-
eral Ministers were responsible for his
coming here. There is not the slightest
shadow of douhbt that his mission was dis-
tasteful to him, bhut he did what he was
asked, with the resul{ that what he was told
to say has now been repudiated by the
authority that—there is no question in my
mind about it—delegated him to say it.

Reference was made to our old friend Ned
Hogan, the Minister for Mines in Victoria.
If ever a man in any Government of Aus-
tralia knows goldmining, it is Ned
Hogan, and he knows what it wonld
mean to Western Australia if anything
bhappened to that industry. Mr. Hogan’s
electorate adjoins Corio. I think it is the
Ballarat division. Aceording to report he
told My, Dedman that while Mr. Dedman was
anxious to get men out of the mining indus-
try, there were quite a number in his own
electorate who were making whisky which
was not necessary for the troops.

The Honorary Minister: They like it
thongh!

Hon. J. CORNELL: I know. Mr. Hogan
has said that the mining industry is a country
industry but, as Mr. Williams remarked, no
analogy or comparison can be drawn be-
iween the goldmining industry in the East-
ern States and that in this State. The only
mining concern in South Australia is at
Iron Knob, though for all practical purposes
Broken Hill is in South Australia; but I am
coneerned about goldmining. Anyone who
gaes through Vietorin or New South Wales
or most of Queensland or Tasmania knows
that the goldmining industry in those States
is & mere circumstance, and that the main
industries are agriculture, horticulture,
dairying and mannfacturing. The greater
portion of this State, however, is totally de-
pendent on goldmining, As Sir Hal Cole-
bateh has said, one mine alone maintained
750 people.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: It was & small
mine, too.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Since the Bluebird
closed down—it was the richest little show
at Norseman—there have only been two
mines operating there, namely the Central
Norseman and the Norseman Goldmines.
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Those two mines maintain a population of
over 3,000 people. If they were stopped to-
morrow all those people, with the exception
of about 50, would have to leave the district
for there would be nothing for them to do.
The same can be said about Wiluna. With
the exeeption of a few pastoralists the
population there is dependent on the mines.
So there is no analogv between our metal-
liferous mining industry and that of the
Eastern States. Mr. Hogan intends to fight
to the last ditch against any inroads into
the industry in his State, unless and until
the manpower in other industries is ex-
hausted. We should do se here as well.

Now T shall return to the remarks of the
Honorary Minister, who said that no man,
woman ot youth who was in need of work
couldd not secure employment in Western
Australia. That may he so, but ave they
cmployed in any industry—apart from the
direet war effort itself—that is as essential
to the wellheing of the State as is the mining
industry? The other day my wife and I
went to one of the large emporiums in order
to buy a wedding present and I was
astounded at the display of goods, such as
elass ware, china and so on. T asked where
supplies eame from and ] was told they
had been imported from England. In another
place the Minister for Lands remarked that
some of the cargoes that had been landed
here would not bear inspection. Those ecar-
goes comprised in the main non-essential
commodities and hove no relationship what-
ever to the war offort. Notwithstanding that
fact, a multiplieity of labour iz involved
in manufacturing, transporting, and selling
thoses lines, Take the beauty parlours. Are
thev essential?

Hon. T. Moore: Ask the ladies!

Hon. J. CORNELL: A few may elaim
that they ave esscntial. Then there is the
brewing industry. Undoubtedly the mining
industry is far more essential than the brew-
ing business, vet brewing plants are work-
ing to eapacity never before achieved. These
represent two of the many sources from
which manpower ean be withdrawn without
any andue loss to, or interference with, pub-
lic interests. Then there is horse racing, Tn
my youth I was a racing enthusiast but ex-
perience changed my views. I found that it
was only the man on top that knew what
would happen.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You should have got
on top.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: In the metropolitan
avea we find that the tax eontribution from
S.P. fines represents about £500 a week,
which is added to the State revenue. What
has happened fo prevent the manpowering
of that industry? That is something I ean-
not understand. W¢ have amongst us
British refugees and others from Malaya and
the Netherlands Fast Indies, but we have
no prisoners of war in this State,

The Honorary Minister: People are very
reluctant to give the refugees any work at
atl.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is not alto-
avther so. T know of a man—true he was
Western Aunstralian horn—who started work
six hours after he had landed in the State,
He commeneed almost at onee as a teacher
at the Technical College.

The Honorary Minister: But that man had
speeial qualifications.

Hon, J. CORNELL: We¢ have internees,
but under the pwovisions of international
law we cannot make them work. Mr. Parker
could give us some idea of how many
prisoners of war there are in Australia; but
however many they may be, they are all in
the Eastern States. Those people can he
employed in conneetion with our war effort
apart from aeinal combatant duties. Assum-
ing that it becomes necessary for men to be
withdvawn from industry, the mining indus-
try should be left untouched until other
avenues have been exhausted.

I want to know-—we have had no state-
ment on the point—if men withdrawn from
industry here ave to he employed on war
work in Western Australia. Are they to be
sent to the Eastern States to engage in war
work there? We know what happened dur-
ing the 1914-18 war and what has happened
during the present eonfliet. Sir Hal Cole-
hateh has drawn attention to the State's re-
cord of enlistments, T will instanee what
happened in connection with one partieular
unit during the previous war—the tunnelling
corps,  Western Australia was asked to
supply 50 per eent. of its strength, equal to
the total number furnished by the other five
States.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh:
Australia did so.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Yes. In doing so
the best men in the mining industry were
allowed to enlist and go oversea. Some did
not return while others who did did not
take up mining again,

And Western
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Hon, T. Moore: It was a small unit,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Mr. Moore belonged
to a battalion similarly affected, and be knows
that no Eastern States men reinforced West-
ern Australian battalions during the 1914-18
war. On the other hand, he knows that men
from this State reinforced almost every unit
sent abroad from the Commonwealth. To
indicate how that spirit has been maintained
in this State, I was told by a high antherity
known to all of us that after the Crete
debaele, the second 11th Battalion mustered
23 effectives. The suggestion was made that
it should be reinforced with Eastern States
men but those 23 officers and men refused
to agree to such a procedure. They
said that no other State was going
to reinforce a Western Australian bat-
talion. When the man I speak of left
the Middle East, the battalion was 750
strong and all were Western Australians,
If men are to be withdrawn from the gold-
mining industry to undertake war work, I
think it should be done on the siriet under-
standing that they would be engaged en work
carried out in Western Australia. The other
States already have the advantage of war
industries established on a sound footing;
they have the advantage of prisoners of war
and other benefits as well.

There is one other phase to which I shail
make reference. I do not wish to say any-
thing detrimental to Mr. Dedman, the Fed-
eral Minister for War Organisation of In-
dustry. He is an ex-Imperial soldier and
was a Government forestry official at the
time he won the hy-election for Corio. The
story narrated by Mr. Williams about a
horse applied to Mr. Lawson, who had the
racchorse wished npon him. Tt helped Mr.
Chifley, the present Federal Treasurer, and
bheat Mr. Lawson. That horse earried Mr.
Dedman to vietory in the Corio by-election,
after Mr. Casey went Home.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is why they are
afraid to toueh Casey now,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tt seems -exira-
ordinary to me now that a Commeonwealth
Minister of the Crown, charged with the
responsibility of a survey of the manpower
of Ausiralia, should visit this State and, in
considering matters affecting the goldmining
industry, should convene & meeting of repre-
sentatives of the Parliamenfary Labour
Party only, whose members hold the same
politieal views as he does. In this Chamber
alone there are seven members who represent
goldfields constituencies, three North-West

members, Mr. E. H, H. Hall, Mr. Seddon,
the President and myself. I think it would
have been much better—1 am not blaming
Mr. Dedman—

The Honorary Minister: You should

blame yourself.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I blame those who
probably made the suggestion to Mr. Ded-
man. I think it would have been infinitely
bettew if he had convened n meeting of
the parliamentary represcntatives of mining
constituencies  generally and not con-
fined himself to members of bis own party.
He should have endeavoured to secure an
all-round expression of opinion. Many
years ago I visited South Afriea at a time
when the question of miner's phthisis was
prominently before the publie. Later on
Dr. Watkins Pitchford and Dr. Sayer of
the Bureau of Mining, U.5.A,, visited Perth.
The late John Secaddan was then Minister
for Mines in the Mitchell Government, In
order that the matter might be considered
from various angles, Mr. Scaddan convened
a meeting of all the parliamenfary repre-
gentatives of goldmining constituencies.
That was as it should be.

The Honorary Minister: That was in the
piping times of peaee.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The fact that Mr.
Dedman confined his inquiries and other
activities to members of his own partien-
lar hrand of parliamentary political repre-
sentation, is mainly responsible for some
of the hard things that have bheen said this
morning. I am glad my colleague spoke as
he did. He is nothing if he is not forth-
right. I ean understand why he did not
attend the meeting; he could not have re-
strained himself. The dchate on the motion
may do some good, and I hope and trust
that before any further inroads are made
into the mining industry to reduce its pre-
sent manpower, something definite will be
done. I have already indicated what eould
happen to the industry; it could close down
tomorrow. I trnst that before any at-
tempt is made in that direction, whatever
the exigencies of the day may be, other
indusirics that are non-eszertial will  be
denuded entively of their manpower before
the goldmining industry is further depleted
to the detriment of Western Australia as a
whole,

Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 2.15 pm.
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HON. T. MOORE (Central) [215]: As
a member representing a goldmining con-
stitueney, I feel I should have something to
say on this motion, not that T feel it will
do muech good. I say that advisedly, be-
cause I helieve—as I have said in the past—
that as far as this House is concerned, dis-
cussions on this and similar matters receive

but little notice. We certainly keep a
printing staff working, but we are incur-
ring much expenditare all for nothing.

Very little publicity is given by the Press
te our debates. Thercfore, in my opinion,
these discussions are a  waste of effort.
Many people in my provinee, as well as
others, have said to me, “How long is the
Conneil going to last?’ Some have said to
me that the Council is one of the industries
which ought to be elosed down and from
which men ought to he manpowered for the
war effort. T agree with them. But the
calibve of members is such that perhaps not
much use could be made of them in the war
effort; and on that acecount I could nol
advoeate the closing of this branch of the
Legislature.

I desire to draw the attention of members
to the parlous eondition of the goldmining
industry. I know what is happening, par-
ticnlarly in my own provinee, where a very
good mine has closed down and is not
likely fo re-open. That is because what Mr.
Seddon sunggested today was not done by
the Federal Government which preceded the
present Government. Tt is all very well
now, when Lahour is in power in the Fede-
val sphere, for Sir Hal Colebatch to run it
down and to say that it has no poliey, and
is not running the country properly.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: I did not say
that it was not running the country pro-
perly.

Hon. T. MOORE: The hon. member he-
littled the Kederal Government by making
extravagant statements which do not hecome
a stalesman of his experience. T was
amazed! Fle mentioned in a sheering way
that the Federal Government is made up of
rejeels of State Parliaments.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: T did not say
that. Mr. Cornell did.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am sorry. I will re-
tract what [ said.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: T said that the
Federal Government comprised men who
could not get into the State Parliaments.

[COUNCIL.]

Hen. T. MOORE: That is worse. Men-
bers of this Chamber should not indulge in
such flippaney. I am surprised at mem-
bers of this House luughing at such a joke,
as it suggests that people elected by 2 demo-
cratic vote are not fit fa e mewbers of a
Government. It shows how deeply ingrained
is prejudiee in some members. That is one
reason why Parliamentarians are so be-
fittled outside the House. What good did
Sir Hal Colebateh’s contribution do to the
dehate? He even went so far as to say that
at the present time we were salvaginy one
of the best mines in the State, not knowing
the fine developments that have taken place
in that mine. It shows how muck out of
touch he is with the Wilopa mine, which is
now a sound proposition, according to the
hest authorities. It shows how far prejudice
will earry a man away. This is a time when
we should be serious.

No Federal Government in the past has
adopted so comprehensive a policy as has
the present Federal (fovernment. So why
single out the members of that Government
for unfair comment? We have today in
Western Austraiia three Federal Ministers,
and I am very pleased they are here. I was
not invited, but made it my business fo
mect Mr. Dedman. He is a very approach-
able man, and T placed  hefore him my
views ns to what would happen were the
goldmining industry te be elosed down. I
endeavoured to show him, as was pointed
out this morning hy Mv. Seddon, what a
calamity it would he to the State and par-
tieularly to the people engaged in the in-
dustry, if it were closed down. He made
notes of what I said. Should any other
member wish to approach Mr. Dedman, they
will casily be able to arrange to do so.
Where there is a will there iz a way!

1 particularly regret the party nature of
the speech made hy Siv IIal Colebateh to-
day. When he reads it in print, I think
he will realise that he has not done de-
moeracy murh good, speaking as scathingly
as he did of the aceredited Government run-
ning the Commonwealtth today. It is shoek-
ing to think that such statements eould be
made by a man of his experience. He said
the great trouble today was that the Fede-
ral Ministers were inexperienced. Had Sir
Hal Colebatch experience when he assumed
Ministerial office in this State? It is all a
fquestion of brains, commonsense and in-
tegrity.
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Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: I did not go
about the country declaring that a policy of
Cabinet had not been approved of.

Hon. T. MOORE: I say quite honestly that
Sir Hal Colebateh has made a statement in
this Chamber one month which he has re-
Iuted the next.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: When?

Hon. T. MOORE: That ocenrred wmany
vears ago. We should not at this juncture
raise party strife. Never in the history of
Australia was it more important that all
parties should he unanimous.

Hon, Sir Hal Colehateh: Why not have a
nnited Government?

Hon. T. MOORE: Would it not be a
lovely Government if we were to make Sir
Hal Colebateh 2 member of it, especially
when he thinks so little of it? Would eil
mix with water? I say that the Curtin Gov-
ernment is certainly standing up to its ve-
sponsibilities and is doing a good job,
especially in our war effert. That is the
main thing.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: The members of
that Government have altered their views
considerably.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1 wish (he hon. mem-
er would alter his views.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. wmember
must nddress the Chair, not individual mem-
bers.

Hon. T. MOORE: Some members cannot
refrain from interjecting, Mv. President.
At all evenis, the views of some members
are not worth much, This politieal attack,
as I will eall it, came mostly from an old
statesman—or supposed stulesman —Siv Hal
Colehateh. Mr. Seddon was fair in his re-
marks, except that he did not tell the whole
story regarding what Mr. Johnson said.
My, Seddon knows that he could not tell the
whole story, and that it has hecn told only
in part outside.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How did it get out?

Hon. T. MOORE: How does anythiug get
out?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Mr. Johnsen caid
something.

Hon. T. MOORE: Put it hack on the
man!

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Who else conld?

Hon. T. MOORE: How many men did
My. Johnson meet at the various meetings he
attended? Those men were asked to respect
the confidence he placed in them and not
to divulge any information given to them.
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Mr. Seddon knows the whole story and knows
that it has never been wholly made publie.
1 do not intend to make it publie, as that
duty does not liec in my province. As I
said, Mr. Seddon was fair up to a peint. He
made out a very good case. Had he moved
the motion some time ago, he could bhave
tnken eredit for originality, but the opinions
which he expressed in regard to the marshal-
ling of manpower have already been made
public, We have heard that there are men en-
gaged in dog-racing—1I have never heard of
deg-racing in this State—who could be man-
powered, and we know there are men still
cengaged in non-essential oceupations who
could bhe diverted to war work, That is what
the Federal Ministers are inquiring inte to-
day, and I suggest that at this stage we
should be helpful, not critical, It is easy to
be eritical, but why not try to be helpful
as well, particularly at the present time?

As far as Mr. Johnson is coneerned, he
is aware of the position. Certain informa-
tion was given to him and he took action.
Despite what this may mean to the people on
the Murchison, if the worst came to the
worst they would be quite prepared to make
every sacrifice possible to help the war effort.
That applies generally to all people on our
zoldfields, So far as my own province is
coneerned, I have no doubt whatever about
the unanimity of opinion on that score. Mr.
Johnson was straightforward, honest and
plain speaking. It was wonderful to see the
spirit cxhibited by the goldfields people. It
has always been so. They do not want fo
ride about in motor cars all day and all
night, as do the people in the metropolitan
area.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: As soon as they
come to Perth, they do.

Hon. T. MOORE : The men I am speaking
of rarely come to Perth. That is the type
of man earrying on the goldmining indus-
try. T do hopé we shall drop this idea of
trying to score political points in these times.
We must do so if democracy is to continue.
Let us be fair and face up to facts. Do
not let us belittle ourselves. There are, of
course, some members of Parliament whom
I would belittle. I could pick out some scape-
goats, but I would not refer to members in
the way. that Sir Hal Colebatch referred to
Federal Ministers today.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Arc you veferring to
Mr. Williams?

Hon. T. MOORE: Nobody takes any
notice of him,
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The PRESIDENT : The bhon. member munst
not refleet on any member of this or of
another Chamber.

Hon, T. MOORE: If what I said was a
reflection, I am sorry. When the Youanmi
mine elosed down, some of the men went to
work on other mines. The trouble is that
the miners do not know from month to month
what is going to happen to them. That has
been their position since the outbreak of war,
and eonsequently some of them enlisted. It
is time that there was a sizing up of the
whole position to see what can best he done,

I feel, however, that we should approach
the Federal Ministers now in the State in
a proper spirit, and certainly not belittle
them. I am pleased to see that Mr. Makin
has discovered a plant at Kalgoorlie. Sir
Hal Colebateh spoke sneeringly ahout it,
but the faet remains that Mr. Makin did
discover this plant at Kalgoorlie. e are
heavily handieapped in our war effort and it
is therefore pleasing to note that this plant
¢an be made use of. We have in Kalgoorlie
many power plants, which should prove of
wonderful assistanee in the manufacture
of munitions. That would be a fine
thing to supplement the mining industry.
That is the point, hecause its manpower is
just about depleted now. Reeruits are still
coming from the mining industry. They are
coming out this week and have been doing
s0 right up to the present.

It is certainly time some comprehensive
policy was set up. I heartily endorse the
motion, but it is not oricinal, Federal Min-
isters are here today to get our views. They
are quite agrecable to meet Mr. Seddon and
Sir Hal Colcbateh. They are prepared to
hear everybody. I have no doubt the repre-
sentatives of the Chamber of Manufactures
have met them. We saw yesterday that
there was n meeting of people with M.
Dedman. These things ecould have hap-
pened last year, but I am not here
to compare Governments with Govern-
ments.  We should not belittle men when
they are on the eve of doing things, T hope
that what has heen said about the Govern-
ments today will not appear in the Press.
I raise my hat to these men for the work
they are doing in very difficult times. We
are passing through 2 period when nobody
knows what is going to happen. We have
to trust our political and milifary lenders.

During the dcbate yesterday the military
anthorities were spoken of very slightingly.

[COUNCIL.]

We were told they had the wind up. Such
statements are very foolish. Whether it is
the political people who are eriticised or the
others, it does not give the public a good
impression.  We know what “getting the
wind up” means. I hope a policy will be
set up quickly. I candidly admit that dif-
ferent statements have been made. What we
have seen in the Press has later been refuted
by Ministers. = Whether the Press or the
Ministers were right I am not in a position
to say. I am not like our friend, Sir Hal
Colehatech, who was not at Mr, Johnson’s
meeting, but said that Mr. Johnson came here
with bald statements. e did not hear them
hut took the information second or third
hand. I know that Mr. Johnson did not
come here with bald statements, bnt with
pretty well set-up statements backed by
faets, as, I think, Mr. Seddon will endorse
when he repliess The Chamber of Mines
and others have said, “If such i5 the case
we are with you” The people in industry
said, “Yes, if it is neeessary.” 1 will leave
it at that, and to the good sense of members
of this House to remember always, if they
believe in demoeracy—and they eannot be-
lieve in democraey or this House would not
exist

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What is demoeracy
today?

Hon. T. MOORE: The hon. member has
lost faith in it, but if we do helieve in it do
not start belittling Governments clected by
the people, beeanse at the moment they are
having a particularly hard time and should
not be unduly eriticised. The passing of
this motion will have no effect outside. The
powers that be arve going to meet Mr. Ded-
man, and bhave been meeting him, and the
Premier and the Minister for Mines have
arranged to meet him. We will have, I be-
lieve, a comprehensive policy set up by the
Curtin Government in conneetion with the
mining industry, and T hope the industry
will be saved.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Then you do not
believe in demoeracy !

HON. H. 8. W, PARKER {Metropolitan-
Suburban) [2.37]): T was impressed by some
of the remarks of Mr. Moore who enuneiated
what my views have been for some time,
that demoeracy will fail if we have party
politics. I am glad he agreed with me be-
cause we have so often tried to get a National
Government. We are, however, now told
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that this is a democracy, and because it is
a party Governmeni we naust not criticise it.

Hon. T. Moore: It should not be unfairly
criticised.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER : That is a ques-
tion of degree.

Hon. T. Moore: If you think this is fair
today you are very hiassed,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: 1 think the
House will agree with me that up to the
moment 1 have not said a word about the
Government, but the hon. member fully
realises I have a tremendous opportunity to
do so if T wish to exercise it. I will exercise
it very mildly. We are told that Mr. John-
son came over here fortified with faets, but
one speaker said they were told in secret. If
they are so good, why should we not all
hear them% Why should they only leak out?
We have also been told that this House is ne
good becanse it does not get publicity. I
am afraid Mr. Moore does not read the gold-
fields papers, hecause they give a lot of
publicity to the deliberations of this Cham-
ber; so much so that a goldfields member
complained that even my humble self got a
certain amount of spaee in the “Kalgoorlie
Miner.” Certainly he has not read this
morning’s “West Australian.”

This Chamber is giving a considerable
amount of confidence to the people. Were it
not for this House the present State Gov-
ernment conld not exist becanse some of its
measures would have been passed, and when
the people had seen the effect of them they
would have clected another set of represen-
tatives. The hen. member should be very
pleased indeed that this Chamber does exist,
hecause we have kept Western Australia on
a fairly even keel.

This dehate is, to me, very welcome be-
eause it gives an opportunity of going into
the question of manpower. It seems to me
that the question of manpower has been
exercised in & wrong way. Too much in-
fluence, I fear, has heen brought to bear on
the Government by organised bodies and those
institutions, in some instances, carried a great
many votes, with the result that under this
democratic form of Government human
nature has taken effect, and the Government
has felt that if it bumped against these
organisations things might be a liitle diffi-
cult, That was pointed out very clearly by
an earlier speaker this morning.
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1 would like some assurance that there bas
been a complete combing of various indus-
tries and occupations before the goldmining
industry is seriously affected. The main
thing we have to fight for in Western Aus-
tralia js our goldmining industry. It is
inveluable, and always has been. Of course
hefore we do that it is necessary to main-
tain our present form of Government; in
other words, fight for our country. We must
first of all have our country, apd the next
thing is to ensure the continuance of our
goldmining industry, 'The other industries
depend on it.

A phase that strikes one very forcibly is
that as we get into the trams we find what
appear to be able-bodied men collecting
penny fares, On the buses girls do this
work. I am not sure of this point, but they
all appear to be under 21 vears of age.
Surely our tramways could be combed to see
whether these tram eonduvetors could be re-
placed by girls, and put into oceapations
more snitable for men. We should employ
more women and girls, as the Honorary
Minister pointed out. | feel sure that we
could employ women on the trams, and I
have no doubt that in many instances they
eould he employed in the Railway Depart-
ment selling tickets, tieket collecting, and
examining fickets at the gateways, and so
release more manpower. These men may not
he altogether At, but they conld do other
johs that men must do.

The Civil Service should be ihovoughly
combed. T do not know whether that has
heen done, but T shonld like an assurance
that it has and that all the able-bodied men
have been released and replaced by men who
are not fit to take the feld, My remarks
#lso apply to the threc services. There ap-
pear to he many men in the Navy, Army,
and Air Foree who apparently are able-
hodied but arve merely doing clerieal work
instead of being in the field. T fully appreei-
ate that we cannot denude the Civil Service,
the railwavs and tramways of every able-
bodied man., Some of the jobs require able-
bodied men, some of whom may have special
qualifieations so that they could not easily
be replaced. Because an able-hodied man is
emploved in the Civil Berviee, it does not
necessarily follow that he should be put into
the Army. he may have some exceedingly
valuable knowledge that is required in the
partieular office he holde. However, T
should like an assurance from the Minister
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that alt this is being done, that all able-
bodied men in gll walks of life have been set
free for war service, before we attempt to
draw further manpower from the basic in-
dustry of this State—goldmining.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (Sounth-East)
[247]: I do not intend to give a silent vote
on this matter. I congratulate Mr. Seddon
on the exeelient manner in which he intro-
duced the motion. To a layman like my-
self, who does not know a great deal about
the goldmining industry, Mr. Seddon’s in-
formation was very helpful and assisted me
greatly in determining how to cast my vote.
My, Moore said this Chamber is of praciically
no aceount and that its advice is of no value,
1 should say that adviee such as has been
given to the Government on this motion must
be helpful to Ministers when the State’s ease
is put before the Commonwealth anthorities.
We know that the Government of Western
Australie is 100 per eent. hehind maintain-
ing the goldmining industry in this State,

This morning I had an opportunity to
interview Mr. Dedman on various matters,
one of them potato pgrowing and the
for that indastry,

manpower reguired

and also on points affecting the agni-
cultural industry. I had a very plea-
sant chat with him. He is an  ap-

proachable man and apparently knows ex-
actly what he is going to do. Undoubtedly
he is seized with the fact that the war must
come first. On that point we can agree with
him. Nevertheless, when one considers the
wreat deal of manpower that has been drawn
from the agrieultural industry and the
marvellons response in the shape of voluntary
enlistment from the goldfields areas, we must
conclude that greater care should be given to
such important industries before the man-
power resources are fnrther depleted.

In the course of diseussion with Mr. Ded-
man, I remarked that Mr. Stitfold was very
courteous and was always ready to listen to
our requests. I understand that in the East-
corn States the directors of manpower have
committces whose wenibhers possess & know-
ledge of the varions industries, and they ave
in & position to act in an advisory eapacity
to the chief officers. I do not know whether
we have a similar committes working with
Mr. Stitfold. If we have, I doubt whether
any member counld mention the personnel of
the committee or the work it is doing. Cer-

[COUNCIL.]

tainly there should be such a committee and
the mining and agricultural industries should
bhe represented on it.

Yesterday I reccived a letter from a
farmer in the Denmark distriet, who is pro-
ducing cream and potatoes and is also a
fisherman. He is performing essential ser-
viee. He has a son aged 19 years who has
been ecalled up and is the only boy on that
property who can work a motor plough that
the father has purehased. The plongh is not
only used to bhreak up that man’s farm;
it is used to do ploughing for the neigh-
bours to enable thewn to produce the lavger
quantities of vegetahles desired.

The Honorary Minister: Did  he
for exemption?

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Yes, but he has
been called up. I have taken up the case
with the Minister for Lands and oflicers of
the Manpower Board. This is a ease in
which exemption should have been granted.
We are stressing the need for keeping our
men on the land, and equal need exists for
keeping our miners on the goldficlds. I
would comb the aerated water faectories I
represent and take cvery man before 1
would permit of any interferemee with the
goldmining industry. There are many in-
dustries from whieh manpower could be
obtained. Why not start with the grocery
stores? People conld carry away their
groceries as they will have to do after the
1st. May.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Those stores
almost empty now.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: No, they are not.
Women and girls conld be employed for that
work

Hon. J. Cornell: Would you approve of
customers bheing allowed to pull their own
beer?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I would not ohject
to that, and I do not think the hon. mem-
her, in his earlier years, would have ob-
jected. Every avenue of employment should
be gone through with a small tooth eomb
before we interfere with our wonderful pri-
mary-producing industry on the goldfields.
I again congratulate Mr. Seddon on having
introduced the metion. While some of the
discussion has bheen heated, I feel that the
printing of the information in “Hansard”
must prove helpful to the Government.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, debate
adjourned.

apply

are
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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kilson—West) [2.55]: I move:—

That the House at its rising adjourn to
o date to be fixed.

HON. €. F. BAXTER (East) [2.56]: In
the existing state of affairs, it is not reason-
able that the House should be adjourned to
a date to bhe fixed later on. There are seve-
ral important questions pending, amongst
them that of uniform taxation. On that
question the Prime Minister appears to be
adamant, but he has to obtain a majority
in the Senate, even if he has one in the
House of Representatives. Then there is
the nuestion of the goldmining industry with
which we have been dealing today. Another
place is sitting and a numher of Bills have
been introduced there. YWe have heen told
outside the House that the Bills will not
he proceeded with, hut the Government has
not said so. If the Lower Housc proceeds
to consider those measuves, (his House
should not be adjourncd to a date to he
fixed. No one knows when that date would
be; probably it would not be till next ses-
sion.

The position eonfronting us is peenliar.
The House should adjourn to a specific
date, even if we meet for only a couple of
days. We do not know what will happen
from day to day. Many vexed questions
have arisen since we adjourned before
Christmas, and ¥ think anv adjournment at
this stage should he for a specific period.
The Premier will shortly be returning from
the Eastern States and should be able to
report to Parliament on the impo:tant busi-
ness he has been discussing at the Premiers’
Conference. I understood tliat the Minister
for Mines went to Melbourne especially to
diseuss mining matters with My, Dedman,
but Mr. Dedman is in Perth. Aceording to
the Press the two Ministers are to meet in
Melbourne on Sunday next. We wans to
know what is going to happen in the gold-
mining industry, which is a vital industry
to this State. It is not vight to ask Par-
liament to adjourn to a date to be fixed.
A date might be fixed 10 days hence, but
then a period must elapse hefore the House
could be ealled together again.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [2.58]:
was under the impression that the Chief
Secretary intended to ask the House to ad-
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Jouru for a fortnight, and had he done so¢ I
believe that would have met the wishes of
members. To ask for an adjournment to &
date to be fixed will give no assurance that
we will meet in three weeks, a month or even
six months. I support the remarks of Mr.
Baxter; we do not want to be left in the
air. I cannot overlook the remarks of Mr.
Moore. There may be a few other members
of the community who think that his party
ought to ignore the Legistative Council, It
comes as a shock to be treated in this way
and to hear the suggestion that it is im-
material whether this House meets or not.
It would be far more satisfactory if we knew
that we had to return on some definite day,
say a fortnight henee.

HON. E. H, H. HALL (Ceutral) [2.59]): I
am surprised that the Chicf Secretary should
have moved this motion, if for no other
reason than that he has repeatedly reminded
us that he has always treated the House with
the courtesy due to it. Secing that the whole
of our time today hns been oceupied with
the consideration of g motion dealing with
the most important industry of the State,
gurely the member who introduced that
motion should be given an opportunity to
reply to the debate. I think the Chief Sec-
retary ought to arrange a sitting at which
that discussion could be completed. Presum-
ably the decision will rest with members, but
T certainly think that the House should ad-
journ to a definite date,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [3.0]: I
should not like to see the House take the
business out of the Minister’s hands, but I
do realise that there is a large majority of
the members here assembled who are of
opinion that the Chamnber should not adjourn
to & date to he fixed, but that it should fix
a specific date. For this there are several
reasons. One is that cortain regulations have
heen disallowed. Two of those disallowances
are popular among the public, though they
may be disconeerting to those who promul-
gated the regulations, Fresh regulations are
certain to be made. We know what hap-
pened last session. A vegunlation was dis-
allowed, but was agnin promulgated in other
language.

Then there is the question with which the
Commonwealth Government intends to go
ahead, though the State Premiers are unani-
mous against the proposal, If the House
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wonld agree to adjourn to, say, next Tues-
day fortnight, what hardship would be en-
tailed? The only possible hardship is that
of bringing members here with little or
nothing to do. But that is part of what we
are paid for. Surely at a time like this we
will not consider that aspect for a moment.
Inconvenience will be experienced by two
Ministers; but if there is something to do
it should be done. I am sure Minisfers
would be only too willing to do it. If there
is nothing to do, the House can again ad-
journ to another date. I hope the Chief
Secretary will agree to that proposal.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [3.3]:
T cendorse the remarks of Mr. Cornell. I
do not like the idea of taking business out of
the Minister’s hands, although I did it on
onc ocecasion,

The Chief Seeretary: The business of the
House is in the hands of the House.

Hon. H. SEDDON : I understand that the
Minister feels he eannot fix a definite date
owing to the fact that until the Premier’s re-
turn there cannot be a decision upon what
is now ocenpying the Premier’s attention.
But if, as Mr. Cornell suggests, we adjourn
to a definite date, we could come down then.
I think it would strengthen the hands of
the Premier if the Honse passed a definite
motion against uniform taxation, instead of
adjourning to an indefinite date.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.4]: Would the Minister
amend his motion by adding words such as
“but such date not to be later than” such
and such a date?

Members: We cannot do that,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Wonld the
Minister be prepared to add to his motion
“but that sueh date be not later than the
12th May”% Then we wonld have to meet
by a certain date, but the meeting must be
carlier than that date,

Personal Ezplanation.

The Chief Secvetary: Members are well
aware of the present position, and

Hon. J. Cornell: The Minister is reply-
ing, is he not?

The Chief Secretary: Quite so.

Hon. J. Cornell: I desire to move an
amendment. If the Minister replies now, 1
shall endeavour to vote the motion out with
a view to inserting a new date,

[COUNCIL.]

The Chief Secretary: I have no wish
to prevent a member f{rom submitting
iy amendment or motion whatever. I he-
lieve misunderstanding has been ecansed by
a member not moving an amendment; but
My. Cornell, as one of the oldest mem-
bers of this Chamber, has no right to as-
sume that when I rise to reply some
other member is going to move an amend-
nent.

Hon, J. Cornell: I suggest to the Minister
that in order to meet the views of members
he agrees not to fix a date.

The President: I assume that the Min-
ister takes the position that he is making a
personal explanation.

The Chief Secretary: Very well.

. Debate Resumed,

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [3.7]:
We want to get down to something definite.
With a eertain amount of diffidence, which
T feel for the same reason as other mem-
bers have voiced against taking the business
ont of the Chief Seeretary’s hands, I suggest
that the consensus of the House appears to
he that we should adjonrn to a fixed date.
Therefore I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘to,’” the words ‘‘a
date to be fixed’’ be struck out and the words
‘¢ Tnesday, the 12th May,’’ inserted in lieu.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan—on amendment) [3.8]: I seecond the
amendment. I would greatly have preferred
the Chiet Secretary, realising the feeling
of the House, to alter his motion ac-
cordingly, or else give some assur-
ance that the House wonld be ¢alled together,
[ believe the public expects that Parliament
shouid be in session at the present time,
There are two matters pending, uniform
taxation and the position of the goldmining
industry; and until those matters are set-
tled, Parliament should remain in sesston.

HON, C. F. BAXTER (East—on amend-
ment) [3.9]: I purposely opened this ques-
tion at an earlier stage of the sitting in
order to give the Chief Seeretary an oppor.
tunity to aceept the feeling of the House,
The last thing T want to do is to take the
buginess ont of the Minister’s hands. It is
not the custom in this House to take action
of that nature. I hoped the Chief Secre-
tary would check himself when he knew the
feeling of the House. The hon. gentleman
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says that sittings of the House take up the
time of Ministers; but the deliberations of
Parliament are highly important. After
all, there is some talk about meeting at L1
am. It is highly inconvenient for Minis-
ters to be here at that howr. The eomplete
black-out of this building would require
only a small expenditure, small as com-
pared with the expense to which some pri-
vate persons have been put. Before the
next session, at all events, Parliament House
should be blacked out, so that Ministers
might have a greater amount of time free
from Parliamentary duties. Bot the more
important business of Parliament should not
be set aside for that reason. I hope the
Chief Secretary will accept the amendment.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—on amendment) [311]: As
I remarked previously, I believe members to
be just as fully aware of the present posi-
tion as I am, They know of the Premier’s
absence on the very matters npon which they
are laying so much stress. We have no in-
formation as to when the Premier will
return; but until he does return no Minister
is in a position to reply adequately tu what
has already been said in this Chamber., I
cannot say that the time of this House has
been very valuably occupied today, if my
candid opinion is desired. Not one
thing has been said today that the
Government is not fully aware of and has
not made representntions upon. So how
can it be argued that what has been said
here this morning will be of any material
value?

I do not want to enter into any disecus-
sion on this subjeet, and I do noft wish to
be the cause of bringing mcmbers back on
a particular date if there is nothing for us
to do on that date. I contend that the
reasonable course is to adjourn this House
to a date to be fized, which will be in con-
formity with what the Assembly proposes
to do, as [ am advised. When we do meet
on the pext occasion, what is there to dis-
cuss?

Hon. J. Cornell: No harm will be done.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No hamm
will be done, but there is valuable work
to be travnsacted that will not permit of
wasting tirne or coming here when there is
nothing to come here for. I have no desire
to prevent any motion whatever being dis-
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cussed in this Chamber, That, I think, is
clear from my attitude during the last two
sittings. I bhave given every member an
opportunity to say what he desired on
every question that came before the House,
There has heen no attempt on my part to
prevent any member from expressing bis
views. In fuct, members have had better
opportunities this time than they had ever
hefore. However, I have no feeling in the
matter. Whatever the House decides will
be quite satisfactory to me. I am merely
stating what the position is. The Legis-
lative Assembly, I am advised, will adjourn
tonight; and that is the reason for my mov-
ing the motion that we andjourn to a date
to he fixed.

If members feel they would like to come
back to the date mentioned, Tuesday, the
12th May, I do not mind, although it is in-
coenvenient to attend the House when there
is so little to he done, while at the same time
there is a host of things to be donc outside,
That is the position. Members cannot com-
plain that they have not had every oppor-
tunity while we have been sitting to diseuss
items on the notice paper. I have no in.
tention of debarving them from consider-
ing any motions, but I think they could very
well leave the matter where it is in regard
to an adjournment. I oppose the amend-
ment but, with whatever the House desires
I shall be only too pleased to fall in,

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as amended, put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.18 p.m.
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